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A poignant win for Monba and the Headleys

by John P. Sparkman

When Keeneland co-founder Hal Price Headley died suddenly in
the place he loved most in 1962, his daughter Alice was there work-
ing his Keeneland Race Course shedrow
with him. Hal Price Headley had given
each of his children four mares about a
¥ |2 year before he died, and one of those gift
" |2 mares, Attica, by Mr. Trouble, produced
European champion Sir Ivor a few years
later. Thus, Alice’s Mill Ridge Farm, es-
tablished on land inherited from her fa-
ther, was on its way to international
prominence.

Barely a week after the now 82-year-old Alice Headley Chandler an-
nounced the transfer of daily management of Mill Ridge to her son
Headley Bell, the 2008 edition of Keeneland’s greatest race, the Toyota
Blue Grass Stakes (G1), could hardly have produced a more fitting or
poignant result. The winner, Monba, was bred by Mill Ridge in part-
nership with Jamm Ltd., from a tail-female descendant of another mare
Chandler received from her father.

“He gave me Hipparete [Monba’s fifth dam] when she was a year-
ling, and Louie Beard bet me $10 she’d never race because she was
so crooked,” Chandler remembered. “She won four races, and I col-
lected my $10 with a big smile on my face.”

Like Attica, Monba descends from Hal Price Headley’s great foun-
dation mare Alcibiades. Monba’s fourth dam, Pillow Talk, by Mr. Trou-
ble, was bred on a very similar pattern, since her dam, Hipparete, is
a half sister to Attica’s second dam, Salaminia.

Pillow Talk is one of three stakes winners produced by Hipparete,
a full sister to Hal Price Headley’s 1937 champion two-year-old colt,
Menow. Pillow Talk’s daughter Ave Valeque, by Bold Ruler, narrowly
missed stakes brackets, running a close second in the 1967 Arlington-
Washington Lassie Stakes.

Ave Valeque’s daughter Ciao, by Silent Screen, won a stakes race
and was a remarkably productive broodmare. She produced Grade 1
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winner Secret Hello, by Private Account, and his full sister, Grade 2
winner Silent Account, was the dam of stakes winner Gold Case, by
Forty Niner. In addition, Ciao produced two other stakes winners and
the dam of Monba, Hamba.

By Easy Goer, Hamba won twice from five starts, earning $47,500,
and her fourth foal, Gijima, by Red Ransom, placed in a stakes. Monba
is her sixth foal. Hamba has an unraced two-year-old colt by Aldebaran
named Pious David and a 2008 colt by Harlan’s Holiday. Agent Barry
Berkelhammer purchased Monba for $200,000 on behalf of Starlight
Stable, Donald Lucarelli, and Paul Saylor at the 2006 Fasig-Tipton
Saratoga sale of selected yearlings.

Monba’s sire, Maria’s Mon, was well established as a high-class stal-
lion at the time of his death in 2007, but he had overcome several
obstacles to achieve that stature. By the good but unfashionable sire
Wavering Monarch out of Carlotta Maria, by Caro (Ire), Maria’s Mon
earned the 1995 two-year-old male championship by defeating Unbri-
dled’s Song (fourth) and Hennessy (sixth) in the Moet Champagne
Stakes (G1). Maria’s Mon broke down while training for the Breeders’
Cup Juvenile (G1), in which Unbridled’s Song narrowly defeated Hen-
nessy, and he could not regain his juvenile sparkle in two starts at three.

The first crop of Maria’s Mon included 2001 Kentucky Derby (G1)
winner Monarchos, Grade 3 winners Wander Mom and Silver Tornado,
and seven other stakes winners. The harsh realities of the modern stal-
lion market, however, mean that horses with unfashionable pedigrees
and soundness deficiencies like Maria’s Mon often receive little pa-
tronage in their third and fourth crops. Therefore, it was not until Maria’s
Mon’s sixth crop—conceived after his first-crop success—that his first
champion, 2006 champion three-year-old filly Wait a While, emerged.

Monbais Maria’s Mon’s 36th stakes winner from 628 foals age three
and over. That 5.7% strike rate is mitigated somewhat by the difficul-
ties he faced before he made his quality obvious. The average num-
ber of career starts of his offspring, 11.4, is all too close to the current
average for the breed.

Monbaisinbred 4x4 to that great sire offillies, Buckpasser, through
two daughters, Uncommitted and Relaxing, producing an inbreeding
coefficient of 1.72% in a pedigree free of Northern Dancer.

Whatever he accomplishes on the Triple Crown trail or at stud, though,
Monba’s Blue Grass win serves as a fitting coda to the remarkable ca-
reer of Alice Headley Chandler as she approaches retirement.

John P Sparkman is bloodstock editor of THOROUGHBRED TIMES. His
e-mail address is ormondel@gmail.com.
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